Newborn infants with yellow brains: the discovery of kernicterus in Germany, 1875-1908.
Kernicterus, described in the period just before Kinnier Wilson's publication of his study of hepatolenticular degeneration, served him as a model of liver dysfunction associated with neurological disorder. The work of the early investigators of kernicterus, especially their descriptions of the pathological changes in the brain, led Wilson to postulate that a hepatotoxin was responsible for the neurological entity that he elucidated.